CHAPTER VII
MATTER AND CREATION1
1
INTRODUCTION

WE have seen above that matter and consequently,
the external world itself are very intimately connected
with motion and the doctrine of change, which, of
course, does not operate by chance. It has to be ex-
plained in terms of cause and effect. Every change that
takes place in the universe has got a cause behind it,
which shows that the doctrine of change operates in
perfect harmony with the law of causality. Although
it is a fact that Nyaya-Vai^esika does not believe in the
doctrine of momentary change {ksanabhangavada) like the
Buddhists, yet it is also a matter of everyday experience
that the joint system cannot deny the influence of the
law of change in the universe. Except the eternal
forms of matter, all the material products of the universe
undergo gradual change. There are the four kinds
of ultimate particles of matter, namely, the paramanus
of earth, water, air and tejas, which are put into motion
through the instrumentality of the Divine Will and
the cumulative adrsta of the Jwas and which result
in various changes in the forms of dvyanukas^ tryanukas
etc. Again, these products do not remain in the same
form for more than a few moments, after which, they

1 The term '''creation^ as a synonym for srsfi, cannot be correctly
used in any of the orthodox systems. But as there is no other
suitable word in the language and as its use is so very common
in this very sense, the use of the term has been retained here
also.